
KILMINGTON GARDENING CLUB 

KILMINGTON GARDENERS’ QUESTION TIME 

 On 13th March the monthly talk slot was replaced by a Kilmington version of 
‘Gardeners’ Question Time’ when a panel of members from Kilmington (Jane, Peter 
and Richard) answered questions from the audience.   A wide range of topics was  
covered and really put our panel’s knowledge to the test. 

1. Q. My camellia is unhealthy-looking – What can I do?    
 A. Apply ferrous sulphate to acidify the soil – camellias prefer acid soil.  

2. Q. What plant to use for ground cover on an east- facing border?    
 A. Epimedium forms clumps and spreads easily.   Flowers in spring with 
  attractive shield-shaped leaves.   Ajuga reptans is another ideal plant 
  for this border.   Both plants are bee-friendly. 

3. Q. Did Peter Guy, who has experimented with the ‘No Dig’ gardening  
  method, recommend it to eliminate grass in the flower bed? 
 A. Lay cardboard on top of the soil and overlap the cardboard so there are 
  no gaps.   Apply several inches of compost on top of the cardboard.   
  Don’t plant through the cardboard as the plants’ roots will penetrate it 
  on their own.   Peter commented:  ‘The jury is still out’. 

4. Q. Hyacinth flowers seem to be strangled in the bulb and unable to  
  escape. 
 A. The bulb was probably too dry – dampen and tease free. 

5. Q. Best way to plant dahlia tubers? 
 A. Soak dahlia tubers in room-temperature water for an hour.   Plant in 
  pots and water well.   Wait for growth to appear then plant out. 

6. Q. Why can’t I grow beetroot?    
 A. The panel suggested planting the seeds in pots and germinating them 
  before pricking out and transferring to the garden. 

7. Q. One member had sent in a photo of a Luma apiculate ‘Glandleam Gold’
  looking rather shabby with the variegated leaves reverting to   
  evergreen.  
 A. Prune back hard then the green won’t take over.   It may have been  
  affected by frost.   Prune when shoots appear. 

8. Q. What is the panel’s favourite tool? 
 A. The panel’s were:  Jane:  Secateurs,  Peter: Hoe,   Richard:  3-legged 
  ladder and a Hori-Hori garden trowel knife - a very versatile tool.   The 
  sharpener is a small gadget which can be carried in your pocket.   An 
  audience favourite was a garden shredder. 
  And the worst tool?    A bulb planter – in clay soil it doesn’t work but it 
  can be used to sow broad beans!  

9. Q. How to deal with Fuchsia gall mite? 
 A. Cut right back and destroy infested material.  Good sanitation or tools 
  helps. 

10. Q. Richard was asked what the colourful plant was that he had brought in. 
 A. Lachenalia (Cape Cowslip).    It is a bulb, originally from S. Africa.   It 



  is easy to grow.   Keep inside or in a cold greenhouse in winter. 

11. Q. Another member explained that she had two zinc planters at her  
  doorway and wanted advice on elegant/dramatic plants for them. 
 A. Camellias were suggested as they are evergreen, have colourful  
  flowers and can be pruned after flowering.   Best to go to a garden  
  centre and choose while in flower (spring time).   Fragrant Daphne was 
  also suggested.    

12. Q. Couch grass taking over an allotment.   How to get rid of it? 
 A. Round-Up is OK as once it hits the soil it becomes inert. 

13. Q. How best to go about potting on miniature ‘geraniums’ (correct name 
  pelargoniums). 
 A. Use general purpose compost and terracotta pots are best.   Add ⅓ grit 
  to aid drainage as they hate being wet. 

14. Q. Asked about their worst gardening failures / disasters 
 A. Celeriac.   And of course, beetroot!  Keeping a favourite plant too dry in 
  winter.    Peter squashed cabbage white caterpillars and the juice  
  squirted into his eye resulting in his being on antibiotics for 10 days.   

15. Q. How to prune a straggly olive tree?   It is South-south east facing and 
  doesn’t look like a tree. 
 A. Open up the centre and get some air into it.   If it is in shade, move it 
  into the sun. 

16. Q. What causes kinky carrots? 
 A. If a carrot hits stones or compact soil it will grow round the obstacle. 
  They crack if they’re too dry, but they don’t like to be waterlogged. 

17. Q. Jane had brought a sample of an apple-tree.branch to show the  
  difference between a tip bearing tree and a spur bearing tree. 
 A. There are different varieties of apple and it is important to know  
  which is which to get the pruning regime correct. 

18. Q. What were the panel planning to grow this year? 
 A. Jane is going to grow melons.  Peter is going to grow sweet corn. 
 
The format was a great success and will undoubtedly return next year.  
 


